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Office of Procurement and Property Management, USDA § 3201.34 

(c) Preference compliance date. No 
later than May 14, 2009, procuring agen-
cies, in accordance with this part, will 
give a procurement preference for 
qualifying biobased dust suppressants. 
By that date, Federal agencies that 
have the responsibility for drafting or 
reviewing specifications for items to be 
procured shall ensure that the relevant 
specifications require the use of 
biobased dust suppressants. 

[73 FR 27973, May 14, 2008] 

§ 3201.33 Carpets. 
(a) Definition. Floor coverings com-

posed of woven, tufted, or knitted fiber 
and a backing system. 

(b) Minimum biobased content. The 
preferred procurement product must 
have a biobased content of at least 7 
percent, which shall be based on the 
amount of qualifying biobased carbon 
in the product as a percent of the 
weight (mass) of the total organic car-
bon in the finished product. 

(c) Preference compliance date. No 
later than May 14, 2009, procuring agen-
cies, in accordance with this part, will 
give a procurement preference for 
qualifying biobased carpet. By that 
date, Federal agencies that have the 
responsibility for drafting or reviewing 
specifications for items to be procured 
shall ensure that the relevant speci-
fications require the use of biobased 
carpet. 

(d) Determining overlap with an EPA- 
designated recovered content product. 
Qualifying biobased products that fall 
under this item may, in some cases, 
overlap with the EPA-designated re-
covered content product: Carpets (poly-
ester). USDA is requesting that manu-
facturers of these qualifying biobased 
products provide information for the 
BioPreferred Web site of qualifying 
biobased products about the intended 
uses of the product, information on 
whether or not the product contains 
any recovered material, in addition to 
biobased ingredients, and performance 
standards against which the product 
has been tested. This information will 
assist Federal agencies in determining 
whether or not a qualifying biobased 
product overlaps with EPA-designated 
carpets (polyester) and which product 
should be afforded the preference in 
purchasing. 

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (d): Biobased carpets 
within this designated item can compete 
with polyester carpet products with recycled 
content. Under the Resource Conservation 
and Recovery Act of 1976, section 6002, the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency des-
ignated carpets (polyester) containing recov-
ered materials as items for which Federal 
agencies must give preference in their pur-
chasing programs. The designation can be 
found in the Comprehensive Procurement 
Guideline, 40 CFR 247.12. EPA provides recov-
ered materials content recommendations for 
carpets (polyester) in the May 1, 1995, Recov-
ered Materials Advisory Notice (RMAN I). 
The RMAN recommendations can be found 
on EPA’s Web site http://www.epa.gov/ 
epaoswer/non-hw/procure/products.htm and 
then clicking on the appropriate product 
name. 

[73 FR 27973, May 14, 2008] 

§ 3201.34 Carpet and upholstery clean-
ers. 

(a) Definition. (1) Cleaning products 
formulated specifically for use in 
cleaning carpets and upholstery, 
through a dry or wet process, found in 
locations such as houses, cars, and 
workplaces. 

(2) Carpet and upholstery cleaners for 
which preferred procurement applies 
are: 

(i) General purpose cleaners. Carpet 
and upholstery cleaners formulated for 
use in cleaning large areas such as the 
carpet in an entire room or the uphol-
stery on an entire piece of furniture. 

(ii) Spot removers. Carpet and uphol-
stery cleaners formulated for use in re-
moving spots or stains in a small con-
fined area. 

(b) Minimum biobased content. The 
minimum biobased content for all car-
pet and upholstery cleaners shall be 
based on the amount of qualifying 
biobased carbon in the product as a 
percent of the weight (mass) of the 
total organic carbon in the finished 
product. The applicable minimum 
biobased contents are: 

(1) General purpose cleaners—54 per-
cent. 

(2) Spot removers—7 percent. 
(c) Preference compliance date. No 

later than May 14, 2009, procuring agen-
cies, in accordance with this part, will 
give a procurement preference for 
qualifying biobased carpet and uphol-
stery cleaners. By that date, Federal 
agencies that have the responsibility 
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